On the licit side, DEA's flan Juan office continues to pursue major
Investigations of registrant divertors with the Drug and Narcotics
Control Division of Puerto RlcOj and to provide the Division with       (
Automated Reports and Consolidated Order System Information to en-
hance their Intelligence data base and target significant divertors.

In addition to these kinds of efforts, the San Juan State and Local
Task Force approved this fiscal year is now Investigating cases at
the Class I and II levels for prosecution In Federal Court, assisting
local agencies in the development of cases for State prosecution, and
training local counterparts in complex Investigative techniques.   The
State and local task force., together with the San Juan office also
play an active role in the U.S. Virgin Islands Narcotics Strike
Force, and the Law Enforcement Coordinating Committee for Puerto
Rico.

Marijuana Eradication

You aye request-ing a program base level of $2.5 {trillion for domestic
marijuana eradication efforts.    This money will be used to help State
and local law enforcement agenei&B engaged in marijuana euppreoeion.
Surely this level of funding ie a. drop in the bucket compared to what
local agencies are spending on thie effort.    la there a unique Feder-
al contribution?    What ie the purpose of this program?

The DEA Domestic Marijuana Eradication/Suppression Program was estab-
lished to ensure a coordinated effort between Federal, State and
local agencies Involving the eradication of domestically cultivated
cannabis in the United States.   DEA's role in this cooperative ven-
ture la to encourage State and local eradication efforts, and to
contribute, within limitations, funding, training, equipment, in-
vestigative and aircraft resources to support such efforts.

While $2,5 million In no way equals the amount of money spent by
local agencies, It Is not the Intent of this program to totally de-
fray their expenses.    In recent years, we have come to recognize
that domestic cultivation has become a problem which must be ad-
dressed.   State and local enforcement agencies perform the bulk of
this nation's drug enforcement effort and we recognize that dealing
with the domestic cultivation problems, unique situations not normal-
ly encountered In "routine" enforcement efforts present themselves.

Examples of these problems are:

.   Specialized legal training

.   Aerial observation

.   Physical removal and destruction of cannabis

These problems require additional training, availability of aircraft
and specialized equipment.    It is therefore the intention that this
program supplement, not substitute, normal State and local enforce-
ment funding to offset these extraordinary expenses.
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